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Abstract:  

 

The theory about “modernisation” and the concept of “development education” has 

moved over the past decades from Neoliberalism to a future digital paradigm. With 

the advent of logarithmic development in the digital environment over the past 20 to 

30 years the concept and emerging theories about development education requires 

a more robust assessment and exploration. The definition and the very nature of 

modernization, as well as the possibilities of modernisation theory, in relation to the 

knowledge economy will be discussed by drawing on the concepts of the four 

elements by David Suzuki (Environmentalist). Market fundamentalism is probably 

one of the biggest impediments of modernisation and social reform. For many years, 

during the past decades, this thinking was introduced and used to bring about 

cultural, social, economic and political change in many developing countries with the 

focus on markets and market reform. Neoliberalism is now seen by many as an effort 

to promote personal and corporate gain in the industrial world as we know it today. 

Collaboration, the freedom to contextualise, and ‘free’ and ‘open’ education have 

moved to the forefront to promote change. It has been argued by some that 

Neoliberalism is promoting self-interest, expanding individual property rights, 

promoting rigorous market exchange, and building global free trade. This view has 

been rigorously debated and contested by many different leaders, researchers, 

academia, and students as resources and education have become more open and 

the threat to the biosphere is identified.  

 



This essay will explore the new paradigm of Openness and Digital Futures and the 

possible role it could play in Future Global Education Development and 

Modernization of the economies around the globe. This Commons, the Creative 

Commons (intellectual property rights) and the P2P Foundation (Peer-to-Peer) is a 

force to be reckoned with and the possibilities of this discourse, as an alternative 

discourse to neoliberalism has already impacted development in a profound way. It 

is this digital framework of collaboration (P2P), and the work of the Commons as 

tools for modernisation, and the knowledge economy that will be discussed. The 

possible creative and innovative actions to promote global development education 

and modernization, harnessing the digital revolution of the knowledge economy, and 

the development of global citizenship will be explored as a practical and new 

paradigm. 

 

 

 

 

The practical intent of this essay: 

 

From a practical perspective, the work of the FLOK Society in Ecuador, which 

endeavours to modernize and develop the existing economy with ‘tools’ for creative 

and innovative change (development education), will be looked at. This pioneering 

agent for economic change in South America started in 2013. Excerpts and 

references to the blog posts of a member of the FLOK Society are included on 



activities in Ecuador as it unfolds to explain the process of modernization in Ecuador, 

more on this later.  
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Introduction: 

 

The Canadian environmentalist David Suzuki (2013)  draws on the concept of the 

four essential elements of the bio-diversity of the physical world and the natural 

cycles (like the hydrological cycle) to explain his reasoning around the equilibrium 

and sustainability of these elements and the symbiotic relationship between them. In 



his talk he analyses the consequences of decisions made by politicians and 

economists and the impact on the biosphere. He refers to the ‘health of the 

biosphere’ and it is this parallel to the development and modernization of economies 

that I will persue. “When will developed countries have enough funds to protect the 

environment?” he asked (Suzuki, 2013). He answers his own question very promptly; 

“probably never!” If the focus is on the extension of markets, economics and 

capitalism per se there will never be enough funds available to develop sustainable 

programs to protect and develop the quality of the resources for mankind (Suzuki, 

2013). Is there a different approach or new paradigm available to address this 

dilemma of sustainable development and how could poverty, for example be 

addressed in future? When analysing the market economies and the decisions made 

by politicians from a market capitalism perspective, what is the impact on the 

economic and political biosphere and what could modernisation look like to make an 

impact on the attitudes of global citizens on poverty reduction, as one example of 

imbalance or impediment in the biosphere? The Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) is a barometer of the health of the ‘biosphere’ and the progress made up to 

date? What could the possible impact of global development education, digital 

development and digital futures be on the equilibrium of the eco-system of 

continuous renewal and transformation of economies around the world, compared to 

the renewal that takes place in nature?  

 

In nature a new cycle of rain breaks the drought (recession) in a dry and deserted 

environment, and once the rain falls, new life on all levels spring forth and adjusts 

the eco-system to benefit all the other related ‘systems’. It is evident when looking at 

statistics that there is a continuous growing polarisation imbalance between the ‘rich’ 



and ‘poor’. The disturbing increase in the imbalance needs to be addressed by 

global citizens who are all part of this global eco-system. This is as alarming as the 

growing disparity between the actions of the developed world and the slow response 

of the developing world which grows every year. Interventions are possible for global 

development education to address this ‘drought’ in certain areas and this polirazation 

could be effectively be addressed. The P2P Foundation and the Commons address 

this challenge in the same way as Suzuki (2003) recommends taking action for the 

biosphere which we live in. Could global citizenship consolidate, mobilize, and unite 

the commons to use civic democracy, the commons corporate responsibility, and 

peer-to-peer collaboration on a global scale to voice the concerns of sustainable 

development. Could global citizenship mount enough pressure to bring about change 

on a political and economic level to ‘revitalise’ the attitudes regarding the 

‘environment’, or to modernize the struggling market economies and eradicate 

poverty by implementing a new paradigm of thinking and doing? Is it possible that 

through radical openness and global citizenship the ‘global masses’ could influence 

the political and economic decisions around the world for the good of all and 

introduce ‘renewal’?  What are the parallels of the comments of David Suzuki and his 

statements about the physical earth and its resources, with the new Development 

Paradigm as explained by Peters, Besley and Araya (2013). It is this creative and 

innovative approach which includes Openness, Radical Openness, Global 

Development Education, Global Citizenship and Modernization that could bring 

about positive change and provide sustainable change. 

 

In the opening statement the work of Foucault on bio-bower and bio-politics 

(theoretical perspective) will be touched on to expand the horizons of education and 



development. An eco-diverse and bio-diverse perspective, with some 

contextualisation of developing countries like Ecuador, will be explored. The work of 

Yochai Benkler (2006), The Wealth of Networks, will be touched on to inform the role 

of networks and how social production transforms markets and freedom. Openness 

with specific reference to the Creative Commons and the P2P Foundation referring 

to Development Education and possible digital futures will be discussed. The focus 

of this essay will mainly be on the innovation, creativity, collaboration, and the 

participatory network of the two organizations (Commons and P2P) in specific, and 

how it could inform the future of Development Education and Modernization. Global 

Citizenship will be a key factor in this discussion to promote change, to make efforts 

to eradicate poverty and to suggest a paradigm shift towards Radical Openness. In 

the words of R. Buckminster Fuller (1895 –1983), famous architect, one can explore 

the idea of a development paradigm and the design thereof as follows:  

 

"In order to change an existing paradigm you do not struggle to try and change the 

problematic model. You create a new model and make the old one obsolete. That, in 

essence, is the higher service to which we are all being called". 

 

Equilibrium of a system as a ‘state of mind’: a parallel between the physical 

world and the knowledge economy as an agent for economic change. 

 

Suzuki (2013) illustrates how the concept of Development Education resonates with 

concepts of the physical world as an intertwined thread that touches every corner of 



the earth and beyond; the decisions around economics and politics effect the 

equilibrium of the economical biosphere around the globe.  Digital Futures can 

inform a new direction towards a more fair and free society, the benefits and 

restrictions of which are described by Peters, Besley and Araya (2013). However, it 

could be argued that this approach goes beyond the Neoliberal perspective, and that 

knowledge capitalism is taking the place of Neoliberalism (Peters, Besley & Araya, 

2013). I now turn to key concepts like innovation, creativity and openness to inform 

the direction of a new development paradigm. In particular, what are the links of 

digital futures to knowledge capitalism, open knowledge economy, common-based 

peer production, open science economy, or open development?   

 

 

The UN’s Developing Strategies Beyond 2015; has the Millennium 

Developmental Goals (MDGs) effectively forged a global consensus and 

mobilised public support for eradicating global poverty?  

 

By analysing the MDGs of the UN, for example Bangladesh, one can identify the 

need to highlight the aspect ‘knowledge for development’ which is not well developed 

in the policies (Peters, Besley & Araya, 2013). The report on Bangladesh and the 

progress of MDG’s for this specific country by the World Bank Open Source 

Repository (OPC) states: 

 



“Bangladesh has made strong progress towards reducing income poverty, placing it 

roughly on track to meet the target of halving the share of the population living on 

less than US $1 per day by 2015. Rising and stable economic growth, underpinned 

by good economic and social policies, has been a key factor in making this possible. 

In addition, pioneering social entrepreneurship, often with creative partnerships 

under innovative institutional arrangements, has also contributed immensely to the 

successes attained. These successes have compensated somewhat for 

Bangladesh's critical and persistent weaknesses in governance”.1 

 

Peters, Besley & Araya (2013) refers to the UN’s MDG’s and critiques the MDG’s 

framework and the UN’s report; they suggest alternative strategies for development 

and transformation. On a national and global level, they suggest a greater emphasis 

on ‘knowledge for development’ with an accent on social policies and the promotion 

of participatory development. They also refer to aspects like innovation and the 

creative commons (intellectual property), the use of technology, and the rigorous 

development of financing which could be developed to address the MDGs (Peters, 

Besley & Araya; 2013).   

 

 

                                                 

1
 World Bank Open Source Repository (OPC). Cited:“World Bank. 2006. To the MDGs and Beyond: 

Accountability and Institutional Innovation in Bangladesh. Washington, DC. © World Bank. 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/8241 License: CC BY 3.0 Unported.” 

(Source: https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/8241) 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/8241


Hans Rosling’s animated statistics on economic development: The animated 

ebb and flow of economical progression and regression, showing 

development and modernization around the world over the past 100 years. 

 

“To develop the world we must highly contextualise the events of all the different 

countries” says Hans Rosling (2006). Hans Rosling is professor of International 

Health at Sweden's Karolinska Institute, and founder of GapMinder, a nonprofit 

organization that brings vital global data to life. With the animation of economical and 

other statistics from the United Nations (UN) over the past 100 years he compares 

the data of different countries over time. He points out that there has been economic 

modernization within the third world countries and other developing countries, as 

identified. For example birth reduction and mortality has gone down, health has 

improved in general for all, and family sizes are getting smaller (population 

explosion). On his website, gapminder.org, one can select and compare the statistics 

of any country on a chart, graph or diagram. He makes the statement that the key to 

understand and to identify modernisation and development from an economic and 

political perspective, one has to contextualise countries and regions. He ends his talk 

on TED (Technology, Entertainment and Design, 2006) with the comparison of 

developed and developing countries by looking at the GDP and the amount of 

Internet users in relation to the different economies. There is a strong link between 

the amount of Internet users and the annual GDP of countries (Rosling, 2006). He 

further refers to how important the US $ 100 computer per child project will be to 



developing countries (Rosling, 2006).2 When looking at the animated data of 

computer use in developing countries, one is prompted to think about the role of 

global citizenship and global education development and the possible role it could 

play in reducing poverty and the modernization of the developing countries as an 

innovative and creative force for change. Peters, Besley and Araya (2013, p. 280), 

makes the valid statement about the Framework for a Knowledge-Based Economy 

and refers to the four pillars that could assist countries to articulate strategies for 

their transition to a knowledge economy. The World Bank uses a concept of ‘four 

pillars’ to define a country’s successful participation in the knowledge economy:  

 

1. An Economic and institutional regime that provides incentives for the 

efficient use of existing and new knowledge and flourishing of 

entrepreneurship.   

2. Educated and skilled populations that can create share, and use 

knowledge well. 

3. An efficient innovation system of firms, research centers, universities, think 

tanks, consultants, and other organizations that can tap into the growing stock 

of global knowledge, assimilate and adapt it to local needs, and create new 

technology. 

                                                 

2 One Laptop per Child (OLPC) is a project supported by the Miami-based One Laptop per 

Child Association (OLPCA) and the Cambridge-based OLPC Foundation (OLPCF). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miami
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge,_Massachusetts


4. Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) that can facilitate the 

effective communication, dissemination, and processing of information.3  

 

These terms are potentially ambiguous and they lack on their impact to achieve what 

it was designed for, to reduce poverty for instance. The failure to touch on equity, to 

empower people, to focus on sustainability, security, and the building of sustainable 

productive capacity for economic growth, is some of the critique (Peters, Besley and 

Araya, 2013).   

 

‘Open Knowledge Economy’: The Wealth of Networks; Commons based Peer 

Production. 

 

The recent innovation discourses in education is followed up by two other 

discourses; open knowledge economy; openness and creativity.  

 

The first of the two discourses appraises itself of the inquiry into digital futures and 

can be described as commons-based peer production (Benkler, 2006).  Yochai 

Benkler’s prolific book ‘The Wealth of Networks; Commons Based Peer Production’ 

                                                 

3 The four pillars for successful participation in the knowledge economy as retrieved from the 

World Bank. 

Website:http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/ECAEXT/EXT

ECAREGTOPKNOECO/0,,contentMDK:20422383~menuPK:921081~pagePK:34004

173~piPK:34003707~theSitePK:677607,00.html 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/ECAEXT/EXTECAREGTOPKNOECO/0,,contentMDK:20422383~menuPK:921081~pagePK:34004173~piPK:34003707~theSitePK:677607,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/ECAEXT/EXTECAREGTOPKNOECO/0,,contentMDK:20422383~menuPK:921081~pagePK:34004173~piPK:34003707~theSitePK:677607,00.html
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/ECAEXT/EXTECAREGTOPKNOECO/0,,contentMDK:20422383~menuPK:921081~pagePK:34004173~piPK:34003707~theSitePK:677607,00.html


(2006), refers to the ‘open knowledge economy’ and appraises itself of the question 

of the effect of digital futures and illuminates this process as a “commons based peer 

production” or the “open science economy” (Peters, 2011). With ‘Wikinomics’ 

(Tapscott & Williams, 2006) the writers enlightened the world with their insight into 

mass collaboration and how everything is changing, they invited everyone to 

participate in their work on the open digital platform (openness).  

 

The second discourse is creativity and has now become a strong driver for 

modernization and development. The United Nations (UN) adopted this term and 

uses it now frequently in their reports. Philanthropists and non-governmental 

organisations (NGO’s) like the Bill and Malinda Gates foundation is an example of an 

organisation which came up with the concept of ‘creative capitalism’ as a driver for 

change. In the next section I will briefly discus this term which challenges the 

conventional wisdom and thinking about the world’s economic system. This new 

topographic map for the new global economy as we know it is being carved as 

capitalism and neoliberalism makes way to a different paradigm and adapts itself 

once again to a rapidly changing and progressing digital world.   

 

 

The interpretation of Creative Capitalism:  Some references to the World 

Economic Forum (2008) and Bill Gates in his role as a philanthropist. 

 



Bill Gates addressed the Economic forum in Davos, Switzerland in 2008 and used 

the term Creative Capital to make a statement about a possible approach to assist 

development and modernization in developing countries (Microsoft News Centre, 

2008). After a very successful career as a businessman he got involved in charitable 

projects to advance the lives of the world’s poor (specific focus on health care). 

Others might argue that it was merely done for positive marketing. His thinking about 

capitalism was changed after he engaged in philanthropic work around the globe. He 

claims he started to think about sustainable capitalism and how to address inequality 

(Microsoft News Centre, 2008). The term creative capitalism, and system innovation 

is an approach where the market forces are harnessed to include governments, 

businesses, and non-profit organisations to assist people to make a profit or to gain 

recognition for the efforts to eradicate inequalities around the world (Peters,Besley & 

Araya, 2013). This attitude and perspective can bring about social change that feeds 

an engine of self-interest in a wider social ecology according to Gates (2008).  

 

 

Open aid partnership: ‘The Open Development Vision’. 

 

The Open Development Vision is a good example of transparency and a leap 

towards Radical Openness. When visiting the website (http://www.openaidmap.org/) 

the geographical maps shows in detail the activities, with quantified details, on how 

funds are used in a specific area for development. This type of management of 

resources enables citizens of that specific area, and global citizens to hold 

http://www.openaidmap.org/


governments and organizations accountable and ensure that resources are used 

wisely and to the benefit of people and the area. This allows all citizens to see the 

progress of the reduction of poverty in specific areas, and prevent funds and 

donations being squandered (Peters, Besley and Araya, 2013).   

 

CHART 1: Homepage of the Open Aid website allowing viewers to explore the 

activities and to track the distribution of aid to the countries shown here. Source: 

http://www.openaidmap.org/4 

 

                                                 

4 The Open Aid Partnership is a collaboration between the governments of Bolivia, Canada, 

Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Honduras, Kenya, Malawi, Nepal, the Netherlands, 

Sierra Leone, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, as well as the United States 

Agency for International Development, African Development Bank, AidData, Akvo, 

Development Gateway, Development Initiatives, the Foundation Center, InterAction, 

ONE, Publish What You Fund, UN-Habitat and the World Bank Group. 

http://www.openaidmap.org/


 

Bio-power and Bio-politics; How does Foucault fit into this ‘new’ paradigm? 

 

Important excerpts from Foucault’s work will highlight the function of Bio-politics and 

the possible philosophical impact of Bio-power on the new development paradigm of 

digital futures: 

 

“The political, ethical, social, philosophical problems of our days are not to liberate 

the individual from the State and its institutions, but to liberate ourselves from the 

State and the type of individualisation linked to it” (Foucault, 1982: 216).  

 

Foucault’s bio power and bio politics relates to the practice of modern nation states 

and the regulation of their citizens through “an explosion of numerous and diverse 

techniques for achieving the subjugations of bodies and the control of populations" 

(Foucault, 1998, p. 140). According to Foucault (1998), it is the power of knowledge, 

as identified by individuals, and the understanding of the composite structure of this 

dynamic process (political power and control) that liberate individuals from the State 

and its control. The idea of open government is related to free inquiry and the free 

expression of ideas and opinions; this premise is rooted in the traditional freedoms 

as contained in concepts like freedom of speech, freedom of association, freedom of 

the press, freedom to publish, which are all a natural flow from enlightenment 

philosophies and theory (Peters, Besley and Araya, 2013). These are the pillars for 

modern theories of citizen’s rights and privileges, and stand against the secrecy of 



the State and its covert activities and agendas. Peters, Besley and Araya (2013, p. 

16) explain that “Openness has come to mean a certain mode of operation 

characterized by cooperative or collaborative management motivated by the belief 

that democracy provides a set of principles, not only civil society but also for public 

and private organizations and especially for public institutions like education and 

science”. 

    

 

The Commons: A conscious generation of thought about the biosphere, and 

an attempt to explore and establish global citizenship.  

 

Market-fundamentalism, Neoliberalism and other related fundamental theories where 

economics are placed at the center of development and modernization have 

increasingly been called into question as the exploiting dynamics of the market 

economy became clear (Unmöbig, 2013).  The threats to the biosphere and the 

disturbance of the equilibrium of society have become more alarming. The 

conference "Economics and the Common(s): From Seed Form to Core Paradigm" 

(2013) endeavored to open up some new horizons in political thinking, the practice of 

economics, and prompted the commons to explore the role of culture as an 

alternative approach to the provisioning system (Unmöbig, 2013). At the same time it 

addressed the inclusive and coherent fields of inquiry and the possible actions to be 

taken by the commoners corporately. Some 240 commoners convened in 2013 to 

discuss and to collaborate on these issues. The focus was to explore the relationship 



of conventional economics practice and the role of the commons; key actors and 

initiatives were showcased, and plans were devised for moving and molding the 

commons paradigm forward. Unmöbig (2013) in the introduction keynote speech 

pointed out that to explore the commons as a shared paradigm that embraces all of 

these commons (Natural and Knowledge), all commons are Knowledge Commons in 

one way or another. She continues: “Whether it is free software, or open access 

publishing, or forests, or shared farmland, a community collective knowledge is an 

indispensable part of communing. In short she reiterates, all commons are 

knowledge commons.5  

 

 

Michel Bauwens from the P2P foundation and his contract with the Ecuadorian 

government in South America: the challenge to bring about change and to 

modernize the economy by using the digital futures paradigm (FLOK Society). 

 

In his talk at the Qui Share Fest Michel Bauwens (2013) explained the Four 

Scenarios for the Collaborative Economy. See the diagram below for more detail. He 

introduces four scenarios  

 

                                                 

5 As reported and republished by Mike Linksvayer on the P2P Foundation website on the 

Economics and the Commons Conference (May, 2013): 

http://gondwanaland.com/mlog/2013/10/30/economics-commons-conference-

knowledge/ 

http://gondwanaland.com/mlog/2013/10/30/economics-commons-conference-knowledge/
http://gondwanaland.com/mlog/2013/10/30/economics-commons-conference-knowledge/


 

Chart 2: Four quadrant diagram for the Collaborative Economy as suggested 

by Bauwens:  Chart used my M. Bauwens (2013) to illustrate the four quadrants of 

the economy as we know it. On the left ‘for profit’ and the transition to a collaborative 

economy on the right, ‘for benefit’. Note the position of the P2P Foundation in the 

right top corner.6  

 

                                                 

6
 A supportive designer created the chart after the talk of M. Bauwens to assist him with his talks in 

future without any requests made by Bauwens. This is an example of true unexpected and 

unintentional “crowdsourcing”. The diagram was uploaded from: 

http://www.scribd.com/embeds/140029521/content?start_page=1&view_mode=scroll 

http://www.scribd.com/embeds/140029521/content?start_page=1&view_mode=scroll


By exploring the chart one can identify how the model moves from a for profit 

position, to a for benefit perspective on the horizontal axis, and the control moves 

between decentralised (local) and centralised (global) on the vertical axis. He uses 

an example of a South American country that wants to make good coffee and 

explains the transition to the P2P model as follows.  With the focus on for the benefit 

of others the owners of the coffee business transitions to the P2P position where 

everything is open. This means the financial books are open; the business process is 

open to the scrutiny of others. The intention of the owners is to make a fair living and 

pay a fair share to workers and to be open about the fact that they promote fair trade 

(economic culture change). The position of the Commons is clearly indicated in the 

top right corner next to the P2P Foundation marker. An interesting comment of 

Bauwens is that he makes an important distinction between open source and 

common source in terms of its effect on individuals and its dependence on the old 

economy for individual sustenance. 

 

Notice the term ‘hacks’ in the diagram, which has a ‘positive’ connotation. Mark 

Zuckerberg (2012) explains how the ‘hacker culture’ of Facebook (social media) 

works for its employees:  

 



“Hacker culture is also extremely open and meritocratic. Hackers believe that 

the best idea and implementation should always win — not the person who is 

best at lobbying for an idea or the person who manages the most people”. 7 

 

I will refer to the term ‘hacking’, in the blog the post about Ecuador later. 

 

 

The FLOK (Free/Libre Open Knowledge) Society transition project in Ecuador: 

investigating the P2P Foundation and the founder, M. Bauwens’ involvement in 

Ecuador to ‘modernize’ and ‘develop’ the current economy.  

 

The P2P foundation, Bauwens, his team of researchers, and computer gurus, were 

invited to assist the government of Ecuador in 2013 to implement the P2P model to 

‘modernize’ and ‘develop’ the current economy of Ecuador in South America. I will 

comment briefly on the blog posts made by one of the members John Restakis8 

                                                 

7 A post of  the founder of Facebook, Mark Zuckerberg,  about the development and the 

building of a ‘hacker culture’ in his company in 2012, published by David Cohen on 

May, 23, 2014: http://allfacebook.com/annual-meeting-mark-zuckerberg-

hacker_b131953   

8 John Restakis has been active in the co-op movement for 15 years. He is the Executive 

Director of the BC Co-operative Association and has been a consultant for co-op 

development projects in Africa and Asia. A pioneering researcher into international 

co-operative economies, he writes and lectures on economic democracy and the role 

of co-operatives in humanizing economies. 

http://allfacebook.com/annual-meeting-mark-zuckerberg-hacker_b131953
http://allfacebook.com/annual-meeting-mark-zuckerberg-hacker_b131953


(2014) of the FLOK Society. In his book ‘Humanizing the Economy’, he refers to real 

life challenges like, Emilia Romagna’s co-operative economy in Northern Italy, 

Argentina’s recovered factory movement, and Japan’s consumer and health co-

operatives (Restakis, 2010). Restakis (2014) writes about the ambitious challenges 

of ‘economic modernization’ in Ecuador in his blog post:9 

 

“In what may be one of the most innovative change programs in Latin 

America, the administration of Rafael Correa is proposing to transition from a 

neo-liberal, free market economic model to what they are calling a social 

knowledge economy based on a combination of commons-based economics 

and the promotion of open knowledge systems. It is heady stuff and the 

project is placing Ecuador at the forefront of global efforts to advance human 

knowledge as a commons and to apply this knowledge to the creation of a 

new economic model based on the commons, co-operative models of 

production, open-source systems of sharing, and free access to information”. 

 

He continues to write about the challenges they are facing (Restakis, 2014): 

   

“It remains to be seen how the government juggles the need to raise cash for 

public programs through oil revenues while pursuing a groundbreaking 

                                                 

9
 John Restakis blog post on developments in Ecuador on the P2P website: 

http://blog.p2pfoundation.net/michel-bauwens-on-the-flok-society-transition-project-

in-ecuador/2014/01/25  

http://blog.p2pfoundation.net/michel-bauwens-on-the-flok-society-transition-project-in-ecuador/2014/01/25
http://blog.p2pfoundation.net/michel-bauwens-on-the-flok-society-transition-project-in-ecuador/2014/01/25


economic path that, on the face of it, runs directly counter to this policy. Then 

again, nothing in Ecuador is straightforward. The political crosscurrents that 

display one facet of the government at one moment reveal something 

completely incongruous the next”. 

 

The challenge to development and modernization of an economy in a developing 

world is to highly contextualize a specific project in that specific country, as Hans 

Rosling (2006) commented. The values and culture of Ecuador has to be understood 

and harnessed and the programs have to be inclusive of the culture. The huge 

challenge is to be creative and innovative in the process, and the ability to establish 

trust among the nation for this model is paramount. At the end of the day it is about 

education and how it is implemented with the funds available. Will the FLOK Society 

be able to “leap” across the precipice of market fundamentalism to the other side 

(knowledge economy and digital futures), and modernize the Ecuador economy? Will 

they be able to apply the instruments of crowdsourcing, hacking, and other as 

described, successfully and effectively to bring about change in Ecuador? It would 

be interesting to see how this process develops. Restakis (2004) continues his report 

on their activities in Ecuador: 

 

“The test will be whether the competing claims of commercial and industrial 

development and the satisfaction of consumer wants from an emerging 

middle class will outweigh the promise, and the attendant risks, of a model 

that is still formative and reliant on a vision that is still in need of a coherent 

framing theory and the empirical evidence of success”. 



 

This is a great opportunity to test the suggested model and to do action research10 

as the project goes along. One can be assured that the eyes of the economists, the 

politicians, philosophers, educationists, the academia, and the man in the street will 

be transfixed on the progress of this daunting project undertaken by the FLOK 

Society.  

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Just like Suzuki (2013), and other concerned global citizens, pointed out that the 

direction to establish a new sustainable future for our planet and restore the 

                                                 

10
 North Central Regional Educational Laboratory, explains action research as: 

“Action research is inquiry or research in the context of focused efforts to improve the quality 

of an organization and its performance. It typically is designed and conducted by 

practitioners who analyze the data to improve their own practice. Action research can 

be done by individuals or by teams of colleagues. The team approach is called 

collaborative inquiry." http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/r0497-11.shtml 

 

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/envrnmnt/drugfree/sa3act.htm
http://www.educationworld.com/awards/past/r0497-11.shtml


equilibrium of the earth’s resources are creative and innovative action and global 

citizenship. Openness and radical openness calls for creative and innovative 

approaches to establish a sustainable and a more fair society. It is the massive 

collaboration process (peer-to-peer) that could change everything; open source, 

open access, and open development are promoting and enhancing social change 

within the domain of social media, social labour and social production. To restore 

and to make changes to the social and cultural order, movement towards the 

restoration of the ‘equilibrium’ is required. The wealth of networks, from a commons 

based peer production perspective, addresses the paradigm of neoliberalism and 

suggests a new paradigm which includes the knowledge economy. Suzuki (2013) 

also calls for radical innovative and creative intervention to make global citizens 

aware of the impact and effect of the Western Market Economy to drive sustainable 

modernization and development. He calls global citizens to a halt; he opens up the 

data about the biosphere and ecosystems, and calls for sustainable intervention and 

action. The effect of digital futures, innovation and a creative mind set, within a 

collaborative environment, illuminates the possibilities of global development 

education and global citizenship as an alternative discourse to neoliberalism.  
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